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were among the first friends in Muncie to step
forward in support of my initial Congressional
pursuits. | will always be grateful for their
friendship and early leadership.

Today, it is my privilege to honor the life of
Frank Gilkison. My thoughts and prayers go
out to Frank’s family, and may God comfort
those he left behind with His peace and
strength.

———

GLEN STEVENS FROM NORTH
BRANCH

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share a story of how a conversation at the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals Conventional last year in Dallas turned
into a transformational life experience. Glen
Stevens, who serves as the Assistant Principal
at North Branch Area High School, was of-
fered an opportunity to have an expense-paid
volunteer trip to the Dominican Republic to
help in the building of a vocational center of a
local school. He submitted an application and
his name was thrown into a large pool of edu-
cators willing to have the experience. He said,
“When you're 13 or 14 in the Dominican Re-
public, and you're done with elementary
school, unless you have phenomenal talent or
potential, you’re not going to high school.” Be-
cause sixty percent of the Dominican Repub-
lic's vegetables come from the Constanza
area where he was volunteering, many of
these families only find work in the fields,
earning perhaps $4 to $5 a day. Stevens
could see the disparity of the income gap be-
tween workers and the wealthy land owners.

Fortunately, Glen was able to speak some
Spanish, but it took him a while to understand
what the school children were trying to com-
municate when they kept saying “espaldas.”
After a short time, he found out the children
wanted to ride on his big, strong shoulders.
During his volunteer stint from 8:30 am to 5:00
pm each day, he was moving blocks and mix-
ing concrete all day. Though he had a short
break for lunch, children would come clam-
oring for attention and suddenly his weariness
was gone. He explained, “It was like a big
“pboom” and your energy level would be back
up again.” He was heart-warmed from the
warm reception he received from all the
Dominicans. “Even though most of the volun-
teers spoke little or no Spanish, and the
Dominicans didn’t speak English, a bond had
formed between them than transcended lan-
guage.

He said he came back a different person
and knows the next group of volunteers com-
ing to finish painting and completing the elec-
trical work will find the same spirit.

This school, founded by Pastor Angel
Moreta, will give children more options than
working in the fields after elementary school.
They will be adding programs for culinary arts,
beautician trades, music and woodworking in
addition to building on their skills in reading
and mathematics.

Glen Stevens has hopes and dreams for
these children to achieve success with new-
found skills. | am certain he came home with
far more than he brought with him and will
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share this new message to the students at the
North Branch Area High School.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE CIVIC
LEAGUE OF GREATER NEW
BRUNSWICK

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Civic League of Greater New
Brunswick as it prepares to celebrate its 70th
anniversary at a gala celebration on March 28,
2015. | would also like to join with the Civic
League of Greater New Brunswick in con-
gratulating its gala honorees, Mayor James
Cahill, Richard Kaplan and Charlene Brown.

Since its inception, the Civic League of
Greater New Brunswick has striven to
strengthen the minority populations of central
New Jersey. lts efforts have created several
programs and services to advance opportuni-
ties and improve the quality of life of all resi-
dents. Its focus on employment and housing
services helps develop a foundation to better
the well-being of individuals and families.
Through its youth programs, the Civic League
of Greater New Brunswick offers tutoring and
enrichment activities to students and builds
leadership skills. The Civic League of Greater
New Brunswick continues to fulfill its mission
of an equal society for all through the en-
hancement of our communities.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
congratulating the Civic League of Greater
New Brunswick on its 70th anniversary and
recognizing the outstanding efforts of the Civic
League and the gala honorees.

HONORING JUDE KIBODEAUX
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Jude Kibodeaux attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
select an important event that has occurred in
the past 15 years and explain how that event
has changed our country.

Making landfall on August 29, 2005, Hurri-
cane Katrina was the most destructive dis-
aster in United States history. A Category 3
storm with winds faster than 100 miles per
hour, the storm took a great toll on the
country. Its social cost, at least in New Orle-
ans, is obvious. Nearly 2,000 of its citizens
were Kkilled by the storm, and thousands
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more were displaced by the grievous destruc-
tion it caused. Even today, nine years later,
the city is still recovering from its losses.
But the effects of Hurricane Katrina were
not limited to just the area hit. The winds of
Katrina were felt throughout the entire na-
tion, if not through physical destruction
then through economic downturn and polit-
ical discontent.

The cost of the storm can be measured not
only in deaths but also in dollars. This latter
loss was not as tragic as the former, but it
was significant enough to impact the rest of
the country. The damage caused cost, ac-
cording to the lowest estimate, a staggering
$96 billion, only $40 billion of which was in-
sured. And this does not even account for
losses in the various affected industries. Its
most serious impact was on oil production.
0Oil pipelines and offshore rigs were de-
stroyed, causing national oil prices to rise
and pushing the government to tap into the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. The sugar in-
dustry, worth $500 million annually in Lou-
isiana alone, was also severely damaged.
Chemical plants in the area, which ac-
counted for one-fourth of the country’s
chemical production, were not spared either.
The losses suffered by these important indus-
tries were great enough to stint the eco-
nomic growth of the whole country. After
Katrina, national GDP growth decreased
from 3.8% to 1.3%. With all of these losses
taken into account, the total cost of the hur-
ricane amounts to $250 billion. It was un-
doubtedly a severe setback for the economy.

The government stepped in to try and al-
leviate the storm’s effects, but its efforts
were not as cohesive as many would have
hoped. On the federal level, it was days be-
fore the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), an organization created for
this kind of situation, got its act together in
New Orleans. And even once it had estab-
lished itself, FEMA lacked an effective strat-
egy and had a minimal impact on the recov-
ery. The organization was evidently unpre-
pared to do its duty. The director of FEMA,
Michael D. Brown, was forced to resign in
the fallout, and the popularity of President
George W. Bush plummeted, the beginning of
a trend that ended Bush’s political career.
There was also much criticism at the local
level. Most was directed toward the mayor of
New Orleans, Ray Nagin, for having under-
stated the severity of the storm before it hit
and responded inadequately in the after-
math. He managed to stay in office but faced
serious criticism, making it difficult for him
to implement policies. In all, Katrina caused
just as much a political disturbance as an
economic one.

The winds of Katrina had proven them-
selves the winds of change as they caused
great disturbances to the society, economy
and government of this nation. Homes de-
stroyed by the hurricane can still be seen
today in New Orleans, serving as a testament
to the lasting effect this storm has had.

————

DEVORAH LINFORD

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Devorah
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